
        

 

 

 

 

Spanish Immersion Will Enrich Our School 

Community 

 I hope that you had a wonderful February 

Vacation! It was so nice to see the smiling faces of the 

Loker students and faculty as they returned from our 

winter break. Monday represented a special day for our 

school community as we enthusiastically opened our 

beautiful kitchen, appropriately titled “Pauline’s 

Kitchen” in honor of our terrific kitchen manager, 

Pauline Chin. As many of you know, this has been a 

project over five years in the making and I could not be more pleased with the end result of 

this spacious kitchen with the appropriate resources to ensure a high-quality lunch for all of 

the students particularly as our school community continues to grow. 
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“The only limit to the height of your 

achievements is the reach of your dreams 
and your willingness to work hard for them.” 

Michelle Obama



 

As I shared with you in January, the 

Spanish Immersion Program will move to 

Loker School for the 2018-19 school year. 

Spanish is a language spoken by more than 

437 million people worldwide and more than 

38 million individuals in the United States. For 

the record, Pride is ‘Orgullo’ in Spanish. The 

Spanish translation of our Loker core values 

are from PRIDE (Personal Best, Respect, 

Integrity, Determination and Enthusiasm) to 

Orgullo (Mejor Marca Personal, Respeto, 

Integridad, Determinaciòn and Entusiasmo). 

Extensive neurological research has concluded 

that learning a language at a younger age has 

many significant positive results such as it enriches and enhances a child’s mental, 

intellectual and cognitive development, supports a child’s flexibility in thinking, increases a 

greater sensitivity to language, grows a student’s listening ability, fosters the development 

of a child’s understanding of their own language, opens numerous doors to other cultures 

and provides a wider variety of college, job, and career opportunities.  

In the Immersion approach, a strong majority of the day (90% in kindergarten and 

first grade with lower percentages as we progress through the grades to 50% in fifth grade) 

is spoken in Spanish. This represents a distinct difference from traditional two-way 

language programs in which Spanish is a separate subject instead of Spanish being the 

means of instruction and communication. Below, I have included the progression that we 

anticipate students will progress through in their elementary years with the ultimate goal 

being advanced fluency when they move to Wayland Middle School for sixth grade. All of 

this being said, a common question that is often asked about Spanish Immersion Programs 

is “will the students fall behind in their English skills?” The answer to that excellent 

question is that these students might fall behind initially in English. However, research 

indicates that English language opportunities through peer interaction outside the 

classroom, interactions in the community and at home, instruction in specials classes in 

addition to an increased percentage of English spoken in the Spanish Immersion classroom 

in second grade, should result in Spanish Immersion students being on par with the students 

in the non-Spanish Immersion classrooms in their English language development by third 

grade. 

 



          

The Spanish Immersion program will not only benefit the students in the actual 

program but the entire school. The Spanish language will be incorporated into School 

Meeting presentations, morning announcements, hands-on learning projects, visuals 

throughout the building and cultural celebrations will be recognized and embraced. As a 

result, all students will have regular exposure to Spanish language and culture which 

supports our district core value of respecting human differences and embracing diversity in 

addition to providing important perspective taking skills. This foundation should provide an 

excellent context for preparing all students in successfully joining and contributing to our 

increasingly diverse world. 

Similarly, we are very fortunate to have the high-quality educators that will arrive 

from Claypit Hill with the Spanish Immersion Program. Ms. Kerry Davis, who is currently 

the lead teacher in the Spanish Immersion Kindergarten classroom at Claypit Hill School, 

will teach in the same position at Loker School in the fall. Señora Davis possesses a 

bachelor’s degree in Spanish from St. Joseph’s University and a master’s degree in 

Elementary Education from Arizona State University. Including this year, she has six years 

of elementary teaching experience including three years as a first grade Spanish Immersion 

teacher at the Paradise Valley Unified School District in Scottsdale, Arizona. In addition, 

Ms. Liliana Smith will transition to Loker as the Spanish Immersion Program Coordinator. 

She has been an educator for the last twenty-five years including being an elementary and 

secondary Spanish teacher in her native Columbia for six years and nineteen years as a 

Spanish teacher at Weston High School. Señora Smith also possesses extensive curriculum 

experience in that she developed science curricula for an elementary school textbook series 

for the Colombian Ministry of Education currently used in all public schools in the country 



along with being a contributor and editor for the Triangulo, Cumbre, and Ventanas 

textbook series. Lastly, Ms. Federica Ponce is presently the teaching assistant in the 

Spanish Immersion Kindergarten classroom. Señora Ponce possesses an Early Childhood 

certification along with six years of bilingual teaching experience in Venezuela and lead 

teaching experience in a Spanish Immersion Program at La Casita Azul in Natick and The 

Children’s Way in Wayland. I am quite pleased to welcome Señora Davis, Señora Smith 

and Señora Ponce to our Loker family! 

With regard to my own professional development, I am currently participating in an 

intensive Spanish Immersion course to further develop my knowledge and understanding of 

the Spanish language. As we fully integrate the Spanish Immersion program into all aspects 

of our school, I believe that it is important for me to be an educational leader in this realm 

and the best way to do this is possessing the ability to model the language and speak 

comprehensively about various Spanish cultures. I look forward to this special opportunity 

for our school community and I cannot wait for it to get started. As always, please do not 

hesitate to contact me at (508) 358-8603 or at Brian_Jones@wayland.k12.ma.us, if you 

have any questions about Spanish Immersion or any other aspect of Loker Elementary 

School. I hope that you have a terrific upcoming weekend! 

 

Sincerely, 

Brian 
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SECTION 2:    NEWS FROM OUR SPECIALISTS 

BITS AND BYTES FROM THE TECHNOLOGY LAB 

Grade 1: 

 

Students are continuing to use block programming to code with 

Code.org using Code Studio 1 and Hour of Code puzzles within 

Code.org. They continue to develop their critical thinking skills 

when coding their movements and have learned how to create 

repeats or loops!  

Students have also learned ways to search online by using the 

first letters of words to locate things on the Internet.  They have used Tumblebooks and 

how to find book titles using this method. 
 

Grade 2: 

As part of our digital 

citizenship curriculum with 

Common Sense Education, students are finishing their own product and creating their 

version of a website to sell their product with ideas we have learned from the websites we 

visited such as Crayola and Mattel. 
 

Grade 3: Students have been revisiting the keyboarding 

program All The Right Type to learn the home row finger 

placements and start to develop good keyboarding 

skills.  They took a benchmark test to check in on their 

accuracy and WPM (words per minute). 
 

Grade 4:  

They are about to begin their research and collecting important 

facts for their green screen states projects using the Do Ink Green 

Screen App! We are trying out Bloopers as they learn about the 

green screen technology. 
 

 

Grade 5:  

Students are currently programming 

a game using Scratch. Students will 

be trying out each groups’ games and 

providing feedback on them. The 5th 

grade classes will soon be using their block programming skills to 

learn more about Dash and will soon participate in the  “Dash 

Challenge”.    
 

  



 

LOKER SCHOOL MUSIC: 

 
 
Kindergarten students have been working hard on keeping a 
steady beat.  We learned the song Engine Engine Number Nine 
and played a train game with instruments to practice this.  We 
have also been learning how to play new classroom 
instruments, like xylophones, along with songs like Hot Cross Buns.   
 

1st graders are having lots of fun playing instruments!  We have been working a lot on proper mallet 
technique with xylophones and even got to practice by going on an imaginary field trip to the 
amusement park!  We have also been working on rhythms, and listening to and playing quarter 
notes, eighth notes, and rests.   
 

2nd graders have been working hard on adding instrumental accompaniment to songs.  We learned 
the song Rocky Mountain and students played an accompaniment on glockenspiels.  We have also 
done several sound stories.  One example was when we read the book Tack the Penguin and got to 
act out the story with xylophones!  
 

3rd graders are doing a great job with their recorders!  So far, they have learned the notes B, A, and 
G, proper instrument position, and how to make a good tone with the recorder.  We have learned a 
lot of fun songs, and earned our first sticker for our neck straps by successfully performing Hot Cross 
Buns for each other!   
 

4th graders learned about the Iroquois tribe and performed an Iroquois Rain Dance with a variety of 
classroom instruments to accompany a Social Studies unit about the Native Americans.  They also 
learned a song called Chatter with the Angels and played a four part instrumental accompaniment 
along with the rhythm of the song.  We are beginning to learn Fifty Nifty United States for the big 
states presentation!  
 

5th graders spent a lot of time learning a South African song called Singabahambayo, which uses the 
Zulu language.  We learned about and got the chance to play traditional South African instruments, 
along with singing and learning motions to go along with the song.  Then, we performed it 
unaccompanied for each other in a drum circle.  5th graders also got to listen to the music of all 
branches of the US Armed Forces and learn about the history of the military march.     
 

Chorus: 
The Loker Chorus has been doing a great job preparing for Wayland Sings on March 13th!  They are 
singing an Israeli folk song called Zum Gali Gali.  They are also learning several other songs to 
perform with all choral students grades 4-12.  They are working hard to develop a good tone and 
choral sound, and it will surely be a spectacular performance!    
 
  



 

 

 

 

The winners of the 2019 Bookmark Contest were just announced this week. 1st prize winners 

(who will move on to the statewide competition) are Vivi R (K-1st grade Division), Sophia W (2nd-

3rd grade Division) and Melina A (4th-5th grade Division). I will share a voting link once it is live so 

that we can support our Loker contestants! Honorable mentions were given to Lallana M and 

George B (K-1), Cameran D and Juah K (2-3), and Kelsey K and Ryan F (4-5). Nearly 40 

entries were submitted – great job to everyone!  

We are also looking forward to our annual Author Visit 

for which I am very grateful to the PTO for funding. 

This year we will welcome Scott Magoon, local author 

and illustrator, on Wednesday, April 10. One of his 

more recent books, Rescue and Jessica, tells the story 

of two Marathon bombing survivors who learn to thrive, 

despite their physical challenges, with the help of a 

rescue dog. While certainly not required, he will be 

available to sign books if you would like. Check out his 

full list of titles on his website: scottmagoon.com.  

 

Here’s what each grade has been up to since my last update:  

Kindergarten – Much of January and February were spent reading past Caldecott winners, 

culminating in a read aloud of this year’s winner, Hello Lighthouse.  Kindergartners are becoming 

experts at identifying parts of the book, including front cover, back cover, spine and title page. 

Upcoming lessons will focus on roles of the author and illustrator in preparation for their first 

author visit. Kindergarten students can check out 1 book each week.  

1st Grade – To follow up on our fiction and nonfiction lessons, we 

spent most of January reading different types of biographies. Ask 

your 1st grader what is different about the way we categorize 

biographies in the Loker library. Some of the people we learned 

about included Snowflake Bentley, Martin Luther King, Jr., Lonnie 

Johnson, and Edith Houghton.  

We had a lot of fun reading a silly story called Potato Pants, and 

then practiced brainstorming to create a flipbook with all different 

kinds of fruits and vegetables and their pants. 1st graders can check 

out 1 book each week.  

 

LIBRARY  HAPPENINGS: 



2nd Grade – Students became judges 

during our Mock Caldecott unit. Using the 

criteria that real Caldecott judges use, they 

read 13 different books and rated them 

accordingly (Ask your student what the 4 

questions we asked were!).  I was really 

impressed with how thoughtful they were 

with their ratings and they shared their top 

picks at the end of the unit.  

We finished up February with a special 

Valentines Day “Book Tasting” where they 

took some new books on a “speed date” to 

see if they might want to read something different over vacation. It was a lot of fun! (1st grade also 

had a Book Tasting!) 

2nd graders can check out 2 books each week.  

3rd Grade – Third graders also did the Mock Caldecott unit. 

They were true experts, as they had gotten to do it last year 

as well (with a different set of books!). We listened to the 

award ceremony live and it was really fun to see those who 

had predicted the winner get excited about hearing their 

choice called. We will spend the next several weeks working 

with the different reference tools that are available in the 

library.  

3rd graders can check out 3 books each week.  

  

4th grade – Research is the name of the game in the 2nd half 

of 4th grade! Between Native American tribes and States, 4th 

graders are getting good at using text features, including 

index and table of contents to complete their research packets. We also did a short unit on Point 

of View – see if they remember which pronouns go with 1st , 2nd and 3rd person writing (or if they 

can remember the jingle that we heard in class). After States conclude, next up will be creating 

book trailers for a favorite book.  

4th graders may check out 3 books each week.  

5th grade – Fifth graders are plugging away at their Passion Projects. Before we dove into 

research, we had a couple of lessons on finding good websites for research. We used the CAP 

acronym which stands for Content, Author and Purpose. They are very adept and using this 

criteria to decide if a website is good for them. We are also getting a crash course in slide 

creation. We will wrap these projects up in time for the Biography project to begin in April.  

5th graders may check out 3 books each week.  

 

  



 

Welcome Back, Wrapping Up Gymnastics! 
 
I have always had a great appreciation for gymnastics.  When I think of a gymnast, I 
think of tremendous strength, flexibility, and balance.  It is something that I wish I had 
the opportunity to participate in as a kid.  A couple of years ago, we had a Loker 
student who was an incredible gymnast.  He told me that he did gymnastics to help 
him be a better hockey goalie... this blew me away.  I know of women and men athletes 
who participate in gymnastics and dance to help them in their own individual sports, 
but it's awesome hearing an elementary school student doing it as well!  
 
Luckily, my daughter expressed interest in gymnastics at an early age.  Grace turns 
seven this month, and has been doing a combination of gymnastics and ninja warrior 
classes for the past few years.  It's not competitive, more exploration... but all of a 
sudden she is doing pull-ups, perfect push-ups, and is starting to complete complex 
tasks.   
 
I wasn't a gymnast when I was younger, and I am not a gymnast now.  I can complete 
simple moves, but I can only explain more complex moves with words, not by 
demonstration.  Luckily, we usually have a few gymnasts in class to help me out.  Our 
class gymnasts are usually really excited to help as assistant teachers, and they get to 
showcase their talents.  
 
Students have had the opportunity to practice simple rolls along with cartwheels, and 
various balances.  Advanced gymnasts are able to practice some more advanced 
moves.  All students have had the chance to use the climbing ropes as well! 
 
To check out some videos and pictures from our classes, please visit: 
 
https://loker-happyhollowpe.blogspot.com/ 

 

Take Care, 
 

Mr. O 

  

https://loker-happyhollowpe.blogspot.com/


 

SECTION 3:      
HEALTH ROOM NEWS!  
 

                                                                  
 
 

I hope you had a wonderful vacation!  We are still seeing illness in the community.   There 
has been flu, high fevers, upper respiratory illness, strep throat with and without fever, 
and vomiting. Please keep your child home if they are not feeling well, to prevent the 
spread of illness to others. Children need rest to recover.   All families should have a 
backup plan in place if a parent is not readily available to pick up their children from 
school when sick. Children should be picked up within an hour of receiving a call from the 
school nurse. Please consider using other people in your family or neighborhood. 

ATTENTION 3rd Grade Parents:  
 All students entering 4th grade are required by the Massachusetts Department of 

Public Health to have an updated physical on file before they are admitted to the 
grade.  If your child has had a physical exam since August, 2018, please send in the 
updated form as soon as possible.  If your child has not, please send in the form 
after their exam.  

 

Important reminder about field trips:  Snacks and lunches for all field trips must be 
peanut and tree nut free.  Please help us keep all our children safe and healthy by 
adhering to this very important policy. 
 

Important reminder about indoor recess requests:  We do not have the ability to provide 
indoor recess at parents’ request.  If a student must stay in for medical reasons, we must 
have documentation from a physician with the reason and dates to be excused from 
outdoor recess.  
 

Stay healthy!  And please feel free to reach out with any concerns or questions. 
 

 
Jennifer McLeod, RN 
508-358-8614 
Jennifer_Mcleod@wayland.k12.ma.us  
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